
Explanation of the Teacher’s Guide

I wrote this guide for teachers using the lessons from
Herein Is Love: Numbers. This manual can be used by any
adult involved in teaching children the Bible: Sunday
School teachers, Christian School teachers, home school
teachers, Vacation Bible School teachers, camp counselors,
and parents. Prayerfully study the Scripture references given
at the beginning of each lesson. After that, read the lesson
carefully. Find the visual aids you need to use for that les-
son. Prepare the memory work handouts. Assemble the craft
materials. Practice the psalm. Plan your outdoor activity or the
route of your field trip, and you’re ready to go.

If you have only an hour each week with your class of chil-
dren (which is all most Sunday School teachers have), you can-

not possibly do everything suggested for each lesson in this
teacher’s manual. However, with one hour you will have time to:

teach the lesson (which is your first priority), show and discuss the
visual aids (while you are teaching), hear the children’s memory

work, sometimes do a quick craft, ask a few questions, pray and sing
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a psalm. If you have a two or three hour block of time, the making of crafts
and singing of psalms can be extended. Camp counselors and parent-teach-
ers will find the field trip suggestions particularly useful.

Many Sunday School teachers think that children must have a lesson
sheet to take home with them each week. It is nice for the children to have
something to take home with them, but it need not be any more than a verse
of memory work. What could be more important for the children to take
away with them than a jewel from God’s Word? However, if you think a par-
ent page is necessary for a lesson review during the week, you can very sim-
ply and cheaply make your own by including:

1. The main Bible text (to be read at home).
2. The memory work (to be learned at home).
3. A craft suggestion (if you didn’t make one in class).
4. A copy of the main psalm (to be sung daily in family worship).
5. The field trip suggestion (for a family outing).

VISUAL AIDS

Use photographs. Photographs will help connect the Bible to the real world
of the children. There are many beautiful and meaningful pictures of endur-
ing significance that will impress the children. Expose the children to the amaz-
ing scenes witnessed and captured by the human eye through the camera.

Use maps. Whenever possible in a lesson use a map to trace the route of
Israel’s journey in the wilderness or to point out important mountains and
rivers or to show the area of a certain country, etc. Let the children see that
the accounts in Scripture are historical events that happened in the real world.

Use specimens. Many of the accounts in Scripture have an object in them
that is central to the story. It can be something very simple, and yet that ob-
ject rivets the children’s attention to the lesson. For example, in Numbers
13, the spies brought back from Canaan grapes, pomegranates and figs. Bring
these fruits for your children to see and taste.

MEMORY WORK

We should impress upon our children the need to store up God’s Word
like a treasure in their hearts, which can help them in a time of need. I tell
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the children that the real reward is knowing God’s Word, but I also give them
a little incentive by making each child a memory work book. This is quite
simple:

1. Make booklets by folding 8 × 12 sheets of construction paper in half.
(Make them all the same color with younger children to avoid squabbles.)
Make the front cover interesting by pasting on it a slightly smaller rectangle
of some sort of picture. (Again, I always make the books identical.) Some-
times I use wrapping paper. I usually make books to last three months for
weekly lessons, changing them with the seasons. For example, the memory
book for the autumn quarter could have a picture of brightly colored leaves
on a yellow background. Often I add a few sparkles to the front cover too.
Make sure each child’s name is on his/her book.

2. Type out the verse. (I use a 4 × 6 sheet of paper.) Make copies for dou-
ble the number of children in the class. One copy goes into their book (which
you keep until the books are finished). The other copy is handed out to each
child to learn during the week. I try to make the hand-out copies interest-
ing: In autumn I make the children’s verses in different shades of brightly
colored paper cut in the shape of leaves. That way, their weekly Bible verses
can make a pretty display on their bulletin boards or refrigerators at home.
In winter I hand out white “snowballs.” It takes just a few extra moments to
trace a circle around the verse before cutting it. In spring you can hand out
diamond-shaped “kites” or petalled “flowers” in pastel hues. Be creative.
There’s more than one way to hand out a slip of memory work, giving the
children something special to take home.

3. Buy sheets of stickers, continuing the seasonal theme. (There are usu-
ally twelve stickers per sheet, four sheets per package, which costs about fifty
cents per quarter per child.) Write each child’s name on the back of his/her
sticker sheet. For each week’s memory work that is learned, they get to choose
a sticker from their own sheet to put in their book. At the end of the term,
collect all the unearned, unused stickers, but let all the children take their
books home.

If you are dealing with a class of children too old for sticker books, give
out marks for the memory work. (This can be incorporated into a weekly test
with the review questions.)
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CRAFT

For each lesson I suggest one or more simple crafts that in some way deal
with what you have discussed in that lesson. Many of the crafts can be eas-
ily modified to fit your required time frame. I have not described in detail
how to make each item, for this is not meant to be a step-by-step craft book;
its purpose is just to give you some ideas.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

For each lesson I ask a few specific review questions. There are two very
important questions, however, that should be asked with every lesson:

1. What does this lesson teach us about God?
2. How does this lesson help us to live our lives?

When I taught classes of older children, I typed these questions each
week onto a test sheet, which I then copied and handed out to each child
at the end of the class. They had about ten minutes to write the test. Each
week each child received a mark, which I carefully recorded in my notebook.
At the end of the year the three students with the highest averages received
a prize. It is remarkable how this little competition for the top marks and the
final reward caused everyone to listen with the utmost attention. (Note: Not
all the questions deal with straight information. Some of the questions are
just asking for opinions, for which there is no right-or-wrong answer.)

PRAYER

The application of each lesson to the children’s lives is found in the prayer.

PSALMS TO SING

I list one psalm (or part of a psalm) that is particularly relevant to the les-
son, as well as several others that are also related to it. Singing the psalms is
an important but simple way for the children to store God’s Word in their
hearts. “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach . . . and as
you sing psalms” (Colossians 3:16). If time permits, I recommend singing
the main psalm for each lesson several times, so that the children have al-
ready begun to memorize it. The Psalter I have used is The Book of Psalms
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for Singing, published by the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North Amer-
ica, 1973.

FIELD TRIP

The teaching of the Word of God to our children is not meant to be con-
fined within the four walls of our Christian churches, schools, and homes.
Take God’s word outside, into the fresh air and sunshine. Teach it in the open
fields and the busy streets. Moses says, “Fix these words of mine in your hearts
and minds . . . Teach them to your children, talking about them when you
sit at home and when you walk along the road” (Deuteronomy 11:18–19).
How will God’s Word be fixed in the hearts and minds of our children? It will
happen when we read the Scriptures not only around the family dinner table
or when we study the Bible in our Sunday School classrooms or hear the
Bible read in church, but it will also happen if we discuss the things of God
when we are walking along the road and looking at the world around us.
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VISUAL AIDS
Look in the back of a big atlas, and you will see lists of countries with their pop-
ulations. Show these lists to your children and explain to them how a census is
taken. Also, you could show your students charts or graphs which depict the
sizes of the armies of various nations. Show them the national flags of the world
and discuss with them briefly the importance of the colors and symbols on some
of these flags.

MEMORY WORK
Jesus said: “The very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid”
(Matthew 10:30–31).

CRAFT
Your students could make banners for the twelve tribes of Israel—a colorful dis-
play for your classroom wall.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Why did God not take the Israelites directly to the Promised Land? What

had they been doing in the desert for over a year?
2. In the census commanded by God, who was counted? Why?
3. Which son of Jacob was missing from this census? Why?
4. Which tribe of Israel camped closest to the LORD’s Tabernacle? Where did

the other twelve tribes camp?
5. Which four tribes were each in command over two other tribes? Why were

those tribes chosen as leaders?

1

GOD’S ARMY
Numbers 1–2

This Student lesson starts on page 8
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6. Do you think it was a good idea to organize the camping and marching of Is-
rael’s army? Why?

7. Who was in command of Israel’s army? Who set it in order?

PRAYER
LORD, I pray that each one here is numbered in your army, counted in your
records and named in the Lamb’s Book of Life. LORD, I pray that by your Grace,
each one here might believe in Jesus, the Captain of the Army of the LORD, who
defeated Satan on the cross and secured for us the victory forever. May each one
of us fight the good fight of faith to the glory of God.

PSALMS TO SING
115D—and 48B; 56; 80B; 105B; 147A.

Psalm 115D blesses God’s people: “May the LORD so add to you that your num-
bers will abound and as the generations pass may your children still increase.
Blessed be you of the LORD.”

Psalm 48B and 147A speak of God counting . . . the towers in Jerusalem and
the stars in heaven. In Psalm 56, God numbers our wanderings and records our
weeping: “Thou numberest my wanderings; not one dost overlook. Within Thy
bottle put my tears; are they not in Thy book?”

FIELD TRIP
It might be interesting to visit your municipal archives and check the census
records from years past. Also, as you drive along in your car, note the popula-
tion recorded on the name sign for each city and town and village.
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VISUAL AIDS
Show the children pictures of the various carts and frames that nomadic peo-
ples around the world use for transporting their tents and goods when they are
traveling. You can show them pictures of Eskimos with their sleds and dogs or
Indians with their ponies and travois. You can show them pictures of donkey wag-
ons and ox carts, horses, camels and elephants, all laden with man’s burdens.
Impress upon your students the difficulty the Israelites would have had in trans-
porting, through the wilderness, a tent of the magnitude of God’s Tabernacle.

MEMORY WORK
I urge you . . . in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices,
holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship (Romans 12:1).

CRAFT
Even in modern times we still use simple “carrying frames,” such as a stretcher.
To make a stretcher would be an easy group project. You will need a strip of can-
vas, (approximately 3 × 5 feet), ten curtain rings (or more), and two broom han-
dles. Have the children sew the rings securely along two sides of the canvas and
then insert the poles. The children can take turns carefully carrying each other
on the stretcher.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. How many priests were there at this time in Israel’s history?
2. Whom did God give to the priests to assist them in their work?
3. What important work were the Levites called to do?
4. God said, “The Levites are mine!” Why?

2

GOD’S OWN TRIBE
Numbers 3–4; 7–8; 18

This Student lesson starts on page 17
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5. Where did the Levites camp? Where did the priests camp?
6. How could the Levites carry the most holy things if they were not allowed to

touch them or even look at them?
7. How were the Levites consecrated for their new work?

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we thank you for calling us and cleansing us through Jesus
Christ to be servants in the house of God. LORD, grant us strength that we might
not fail at the tasks you call us to do. May we live as Levites, as a tribe of people
set apart for the LORD.

PSALMS TO SING
134AB—and 135AB (1); 135C (4,7,8).

These psalms exhort God’s servants—those who guard the house of the LORD,
those who render faithful service to him—to praise and bless the LORD! “Bless
the LORD, O house of Levi” (Psalm 135C).

FIELD TRIP
You don’t need to go somewhere exotic to see people hauling their bags and bun-
dles from here to there. Just look at all the shopping carts at your local super-
market or the baggage carts at your local airport. How many different carrying
devices can you find people using in your own town in just one day? Remem-
ber the Israelites who had to transport God’s Tabernacle through the wilderness.
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VISUAL AIDS
Look in any magazine, and there you will see photos of handsome men and gor-
geous women advertising self-centered lives of pleasure and leisure. Their hair
is perfectly and expensively styled; they are dressed in fine clothes and rich jew-
els. The Nazarite, if he/she were pictured on another page, would present the
exact opposite kind of person, one who vowed to lead a life of self-denial and
service to God. Their hair would not be cut to enhance their looks; their clothes
would be plain and perhaps poor; and in their hands they would hold a glass of
plain water or a mug of mint tea. The vows that the Nazarites took were not easy.

MEMORY WORK
1. Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing

and I will receive you. I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty (II Corinthians 6:17–18).

2. I urge you . . . in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices,
holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not con-
form any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind (Romans 12:1–2).

CRAFT
Have the children create an ad for a magazine, promoting a God-centered, ser-
vice-oriented way of life. Compare their work to the usual worldly advertise-
ments one finds in magazines.

3

GOD’S SPECIAL SERVANTS
Numbers 6:1–21
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Teacher ’s  Guide for Lesson



REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. What were the men and women called who made a special vow of separa-

tion to the LORD?
2. How did these Nazarites separate themselves? What three things did God

command them to do?
3. Who was a famous Nazarite in the New Testament?
4. Who was a famous Nazarite in the Old Testament?
5. Whose mother vowed that he would be a Nazarite for his whole life before

he was even born?
6. Why did God command Samson’s mother to drink no wine or other alco-

holic beverage before he was born?
7. Why did the Nazarites have to sacrifice a lamb as a sin offering after the com-

pletion of their vows?

PRAYER
O LORD, help us to be holy, even as you are holy. Help us to separate ourselves
from sin and dedicate ourselves to you. O LORD, we desire to be like Christ, but
we fail in all our attempts. We thank you, O LORD, that we have this hope: You
will perfect us through faith in Christ. Even today, O LORD, we pray that you
will deliver us from evil. Even today, O LORD, we pray that you will forgive our
sins. We thank you, O God, for providing the way for us to be holy, through faith
in your Son, Jesus Christ.

PSALMS TO SING
89D—and 7B (9); 16AB; 19B; 35E; 51B; 56 (6); 61; 65; 66C; 71D; 76AB; 99C;
116C; 119O.

FIELD TRIP
Just for fun, pretend you are Nazarites. Have the children try to find the places
a Nazarite would not go, such as funeral homes and cemeteries, liquor stores
and bars, hair dressers and barber shops. As Nazarites, you could go into a gro-
cery store, but which items would you not buy? Grapes and raisins, grape juices
and most mixed juices, wines and alcoholic beverages, vinegar and most salad
dressings; none of these common items could go into your shopping cart.
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VISUAL AIDS
The LORD commanded Moses to make two trumpets of hammered silver. You
could show the children pictures of the trumpets and bugles used by armies. If
possible, bring a real one for them to see and try. Israel’s trumpets of hammered
silver must have been very beautiful.

MEMORY WORK
The LORD will keep you from all harm. He will watch over your life. The LORD

will watch over your coming and going, both now and forevermore (Psalm
121:7–8).

CRAFT
The children could make little wall plaques to hang by their beds. (Something
as simple as large paper plates could be used for the bases.) Add pictures of
peacefully sleeping children; such pictures can be cut from magazines or drawn
by the children themselves. Then add the Word of God to comfort them all
through the night: “I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O LORD,
make me dwell in safety” (Psalm 4:8).

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. How long had the Israelites been camping at Mount Sinai?
2. How did they know it was time to leave?
3. Whom did Moses ask to go with them? Why?
4. How did the Levites transport the Tabernacle? How did they transport the holy

things?
5. Which tribe set out first? Which tribe set out last?

4

FORWARD MARCH
Numbers 9:15–10:36
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6. Who and what were in the very middle of the procession?
7. How did the Israelites know when to stop and where to camp?
8. What did Moses do whenever the people started or ended a segment of their

journey?
9. Why could the people feel safe on their journey?

PRAYER
LORD, we thank you for watching over us, through the day and night, from the
time we enter this world until the time we leave it, and all our comings and go-
ings from the day we are born until the day we die. Thank you for guiding us
and guarding us throughout our lives and for loving us both now and forever-
more.

PSALMS TO SING
121ABC; 139A—and 4AB; 5AB (1,3,5); 23ABCD; 31DE; 41B; 46AB; 47A;
68AB; 73C; 78F (23); 97C; 98AB; 107A; 150AB.

Psalm 121ABC tells how the LORD is our protector, watching over us constantly,
to preserve our lives. “He who keeps Israel slumbers not, nor sleeps, by night or
day.” Our daily going out and coming in, “the LORD will keep both now and
evermore.”

Psalm 139A speaks of God knowing our path—every detail of our journey—
whether we are lying down to rest or getting up to run. He is there with us, guard-
ing us and guiding us. “Behind, before me, Thou dost stand and lay on me Thy
mighty hand.”

Psalms 47A, 98AB and 150AB all deal with trumpets. “Praise him with the trum-
pet sound!”

The rest of these psalms deal with God guarding us or guiding us.

FIELD TRIP
Have your children ever heard the sound of trumpets? Take them to, or show
them, a band or concert or a military parade where they can hear and see these
instruments in action. Remind them that in ancient Israel each of the four main
camps set out at the blast of the silver trumpets.
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VISUAL AIDS
For this lesson you need photos of happy faces—people who are smiling, laugh-
ing, singing, praising, rejoicing—people who are shining like stars.

MEMORY WORK
1. Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become

blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved
generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the
word of life (Philippians 2:14–16).

2. I will extol the LORD at all times; his praise will always be on my lips (Psalm
34:1).

CRAFT
Have the children make “blessing books” in which they count and name the
blessings in their lives. They can illustrate each page. You could also make a ban-
ner with these words on a dark background: SHINE LIKE STARS IN THE
UNIVERSE AS YOU HOLD OUT THE WORD OF LIFE. Bright, shiny,
sparkly stars can be added to the banner.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Why did life become harder for the Israelites when they left Mount Sinai?
2. When we face hardships, what should we do instead of grumbling and com-

plaining?
3. What were the blessings that Israel should have counted in the wilderness?

Name the many things for which they should have been thankful.
4. What did God hear that aroused his anger?

5

GRUMBLING AND
COMPLAINING

Numbers 11:1–3

This Student lesson starts on page 37

Teacher ’s  Guide for Lesson



5. What did God do? What did the people do? What did Moses do?
6. Why do we study what happened to the Israelites so long ago?
7. What are the things in your life for which you can always be thankful and

joyful?

PRAYER
LORD, we do thank you and praise you for all your blessings to us. Forgive us
when we grumble and complain. Please, do not hold this sin to our account,
and LORD, we thank you for your promise of forgiveness in Jesus Christ. Help
us to choose daily to be cheerful and thankful, whatever difficulties we might
face. O Heavenly Father, help us to live as children of God and shine like stars
before you.

PSALMS TO SING
34AC; 92C; 106A; 145A—and 9A (1); 30AB; 33A (1); 43; 47A. These are only
a few of the psalms that speak of praising and thanking the LORD with cheer and
joy.

FIELD TRIP
I think we all know homes where we can go and, as soon as you enter into them
you hear complaining. We also know homes where, in spite of many hardships,
the people are joyful, grateful, cheerful and thankful.

An interesting family game might be to keep track of our complaints for just one
day. Mark a red X beside each person’s name every time they utter some com-
plaint. (Make sure the parents’ complaints are recorded too.) How can each
complaint be changed into a word of thanks? For example, “I hate this cold win-
ter” can be changed into a prayer of gratitude: “LORD, thank you for giving us
a warm house and warm clothes in this freezing weather. Thank you for the
chest full of hats and scarves and mitts to keep us warm. Thank you for all those
warm coats hanging on their hooks. Thank you for that row of insulated boots,
waiting to keep our feet safe from frostbite. O LORD, you have given us every-
thing we need in this cold weather. Thank you!” You will be teaching the chil-
dren the right way to deal with hardships and it will help them throughout their
lives.
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VISUAL AIDS
Do your children know what quail look like? Check out a bird book and show
them the pictures. In North America there are all kinds of quail, plump little
birds with spots, stripes, crests and plumes. In the Arctic there are even some
pure white ones called ptarmigans.

MEMORY WORK
1. Jesus said, “I tell you the truth: he who believes has everlasting life. I am the

bread of life” (John 6:47–48).
2. Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats

of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for
the life of the world” (John 6:51).

CRAFT
On this earth we will never know how manna bread tastes, but perhaps you
could make with your children some little loaves of sweet, moist, spicy, nut
breads. Use coriander to season your breads, honey to sweeten them and olive
oil to moisten them. “The manna was like coriander seed . . . and it tasted like
something made with olive oil . . . It was white like coriander seed and tasted
like wafers made with honey” (Numbers 11:7–8; Exodus 16:31).

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Why were the Israelites whining and wailing? Did they have any right or rea-

son to complain? Why not?
2. What did the Israelites say? Was it true?
3. How did the Israelites reject the LORD?

6

WHINING AND WAILING
Numbers 11:4–35
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4. What kind of “bread” does Jesus call himself? Why?
5. What effect did the Israelites’ rebellion have on Moses?
6. What did he want to do? What did he ask God to do? How did the LORD an-

swer Moses’ prayer?
7. What effect did the Israelites’ rebellion have on God? What did the LORD

do? How did the LORD answer the people’s wail?

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we thank you for providing so abundantly for us, not only our
daily bread, but also our daily meat. LORD, we thank you especially for the Bread
of Life, Jesus Christ our Lord, who gave himself for the life of the world. May
each one of us feed upon Christ—and so live forever. May each one of us be-
lieve in Jesus and so not perish, but have eternal life. LORD, we thank you also
for the gift of the Holy Spirit, who will lead us into all truth. LORD, we also ask
for your forgiveness of our sins against you, for all the times we have failed to
thank you and love you and trust you. May we be warned from your Word, O
LORD, and never rebel against you. Help us and save us, we pray.

PSALMS TO SING
78C; 145C—and 22H; 34AC; 85B; 104B; 107A; 111A; 136A (1, 2, 13); 146AB.

FIELD TRIP
Great flocks of birds are an impressive sight. If you know of a place where birds
congregate in vast numbers, you could take your children there to see them. To
find flocks of quail might be difficult; where I live, to find even one wild quail
would pose a problem. Perhaps you know a place where the children could see
some real, live, quail-type birds.

Another outdoor activity would be to build a campfire and roast thin pieces of
chicken (or other quailish meat) over the flames. Eat these with your home-
made breads, and you will be eating a meal quite similar to an Israelite family’s
dinner in the wilderness so long ago. Cool fresh air and warm wood flames al-
ways give food a special flavor, and should add a special fervor to your thanks
before the meal.
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VISUAL AIDS
Show the children pictures of the world’s people of color, especially pictures of
beautiful black women. Photography books have exquisite pictures, but even or-
dinary magazines now display beautiful black models.

MEMORY WORK
Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart (I Samuel
16:7).

CRAFT
Make two kinds of masks, blacks ones and white ones. When the masks are all
decorated, the children can wear any of them. It doesn’t matter what color their
face masks are; they are still the same people on the inside, whatever color is on
the outside.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Why did Miriam and Aaron oppose Moses’ marriage to a Cushite? Did Moses

do anything wrong in marrying a woman of another race? Who sinned in this
situation?

2. Moses’ sister and brother began to speak against Moses. Why was this so
wrong?

3. Did Moses defend himself? Who vindicated Moses?
4. Was Moses a proud man? What does the Bible say? Was Moses a faithful

man? What does God say?
5. God struck Miriam with leprosy. God is a righteous judge and all his judg-

ments are just, but in this case, how did the punishment so perfectly fit the sin?

7

A HIDEOUS SIN,
A HIDEOUS PLAGUE

Numbers 12
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6. What sins are warned against in this portion of Scripture?
7. How did God demonstrate his LOVE in this story for the Cushite woman, for

Miriam, for Aaron, for Moses, and for Israel?

PRAYER
O Heavenly Father, help us to be fair and just in our dealings with all people.
Forgive us when we sin, when we do not love others as we love ourselves, when
we do not esteem others better than ourselves. LORD, we thank you that you
alone are the Judge, and that you judge righteously. We thank you that you love
us, defend us and vindicate us when we are innocent; we thank you that you
love us, confront us and discipline us when we are guilty. LORD, we thank you
for the forgiveness of our sins in Jesus Christ.

PSALMS TO SING
96B; 103A—7AB; 17A; 26A; 35E; 50A; 67AB; 72A; 75 (1–4); 94A; 98AB; 99C.
Many of these psalms deal with the just judgments of God:

“For you it is who tries the minds and hearts; O righteous God, you are the Judge
of men” (7A). “A righteous judge, God judges righteously” (7B). “Thou wilt
judge the peoples in truth and righteousness and o’er the earth shall nations,
Thy leadership confess” (67A).

FIELD TRIP
People of color have enriched our world and our lives. They have made enor-
mous contributions to the nations, and they have greatly influenced American
culture. Perhaps you can visit an exhibit at a museum, where the children can
view African art, or perhaps you can attend a concert, where the children can
hear African music. Where can you go to see the amazing athletes and musi-
cians and artists that the black peoples have produced? Sadly, sorrowfully, there
are also exhibits, to our shame and guilt, that show how the black peoples have
been mistreated. Use this lesson to impress upon the children the evil of racial
prejudice.
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VISUAL AIDS
Use a map to trace the route of the Israelites’ journey through the wilderness,
pointing out the places where they stopped along the way. Also show where the
spies went in the Promised Land.

Have your children see (and taste) the fruit that the spies brought back to Is-
rael’s camp. You will need a large luscious cluster of grapes, some pomegranates
and some figs.

MEMORY WORK
1. The LORD is my light and my salvation. Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the

stronghold of my life. Of whom shall I be afraid? Though an army besiege,
my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then will I be
confident (Psalm 27:1, 3).

2. God . . . when I am afraid, I will trust in you (Psalm 56:3).
3. In God, whose Word I praise, in the LORD, whose Word I praise—in God I

trust! I will not be afraid. What can man do to me? (Psalm 56:10–11).
4. I sought the LORD and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears

(Psalm 34:4).

CRAFT
In Canada we often have sets of stamps depicting our beautiful maple trees or
our wild flowers, but one day I saw three very interesting stamps from Israel,
showing the fruit that the spies brought back from the Promised Land. Perhaps
your children can design three large postage stamps—one with grapes, one with
pomegranates, and one with figs. You can make their pictures look like stamps,
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simply by leaving a white border around the four sides and then trimming the
edges with pinking shears.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. What hindered the Israelites’ progress on their journey to the Promised Land?
2. At last the Israelites reached Kadesh Barnea. Why was it exciting for them to

arrive at that place?
3. God said, “Go and take possession of the land!” Moses said the same thing.

What did Israel’s army want to do first?
4. How many men did Moses send into the land as spies?
5. What two things did Moses instruct the spies to bring back to Israel’s camp?
6. The spies traveled all the way to Hebron. Why did they go there? What did

they find there?
7. What three fruits did the spies bring back with them?
8. Ten spies spread an evil report about the land. What did they say? Was it true?
9. Ten spies said: “We cannot do it.” Who were the other two spies? What did

they say? Whose words would you believe? Why?

PRAYER
O LORD, help us to trust you always. Help us to have faith, instead of fear. Keep
us from seeing with eyes of unbelief. Keep us from thinking thoughts and speak-
ing words of doubt and discouragement. O LORD, guard our hearts and our
minds in Christ Jesus. Please deliver us from every evil. LORD, we thank you for
your Word, which brings us comfort and courage.

PSALMS TO SING
27AD—and 3; 23; 27E; 31DG; 34AC; 56; 62C; 64AB; 112AB (1,4).

FIELD TRIP
The spies reported that the cities were fortified, with “walls up to the sky.” Are
there any old fortresses with high walls that your children can visit? The spies
also reported that they saw “giants,” powerful people of great size, who were
stronger and taller than they were. Perhaps you could take your children to see
some modern giants such as NBA basketball players, Sumo wrestlers or NHL
hockey players. Imagine if you had to fight such men who were armed for bat-
tle with deadly weapons?
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VISUAL AIDS
Show the children some contrasting landscapes, both desert wastelands and fer-
tile farmlands. Israel must choose between them; they must advance in faith to
the good land or retreat in fear to the badlands. For this lesson, you could also
bring pictures (or specimens) of various bones, skulls and skeletons.

MEMORY WORK
1. See to it . . . that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away

from the living God (Hebrews 3:12).
2. We also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message

they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not com-
bine it with faith (Hebrews 4:2).

3. Imitate those, who through faith and patience, inherit what has been promised
(Hebrews 6:12).

CRAFT
When my daughter, Shoshannah, was a little girl, she went through a phase of
being fascinated with skeletons. These ancient bones inspired her “Skeleton
Book,” a series of remarkable pictures of all kinds of skeletons.

God said to the Israelites, “In this desert your bodies will fall . . . They will meet
their end in this desert; here they will die” (Numbers 14:29, 35). Their bones
remained in the wilderness; they were not carried, as Joseph’s bones were, into
the Promised Land. No, their skeletons lay buried beneath the desert sand.

Perhaps your children would like to draw some bones, skulls and skeletons. These
can be animals, as well as humans, for the Israelites traveled with flocks and herds.
Then you can make a somber mural for your classroom wall. Just get some sort
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of sand-colored paper for the background. Cut out the children’s various draw-
ings of white bones and skulls and arrange them on your desert landscape.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. The people responded to the spies’ report with weeping and wailing. How

did Moses respond?
2. Moses tried to encourage the soldiers to go forward and fight for the Promised

Land by faith. How did the soldiers respond to Moses? What did they say?
3. Why was their idea to go back to Egypt stupid?
4. Two other voices tried to calm the crowd. Whose voices were they?
5. How did the Israelites respond to these two good and faithful men? What

did the Israelites say?
6. What did Moses and Aaron do that showed how upset they were? What did

Joshua and Caleb do to show how upset they were?
7. What did Moses do when God threatened to destroy the Israelites? What did

Moses say, when he argued in prayer to God? What reasons did Moses give
God not to destroy Israel?

8. God said about the rebellious Israelites: “They will meet their end in this
desert. Here they will die.” Whom did God exclude from this punishment?
Whom did God execute immediately? How?

9. God said, “Turn back tomorrow and set out towards the desert.” What did
the Israelites do instead?

10. The Israelites tried to take the Promised Land. Why were they not successful?

PRAYER
O LORD, help us to live by faith, not by fear. Forgive us, we pray, when we fail.
Help us to seek you and trust you and love you always. We thank you, God, for
your mercy to us and your LOVE for us, in sending your Son to die for our sins.
For this we praise you forever and ever.

PSALMS TO SING
95BC; 106D (18, 19)—Psalm 95BC and 106D (18, 19) deal explicitly with this
account.

FIELD TRIP
This might be a good time to visit a museum and view the various skeletons,
many of which were preserved in desert badlands.
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VISUAL AIDS
In photographs of Hasidic Jews you can see the tassels hanging beneath their jack-
ets. Thousands of years later they are still obeying God’s command about the tas-
sels. If you have a Jewish friend, perhaps you can borrow a fringed prayer shawl,
which has the tassels on the corners, to remind the Jews to obey God’s Law.

MEMORY WORK
1. A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones (Proverbs 14:30).
2. Rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every

kind (I Peter 2:1).
3. Godliness with contentment is great gain (I Timothy 6:6).

CRAFT
Tassels are easy to make. Have the children wind white yarn or string around
small (2x4-inch) rectangles of cardboard. Loop a piece of blue cord under the
white yarn at one end and tie it. Cut the yarn at the other end. Take out the card-
board and then wind yarn or string around the tassel about half an inch from
the top, securing the end. The children can pin these tassels on the edges of
their garments or hang them on their walls, to remind them how the Israelites
were reminded to obey God’s Law in the wilderness.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. The Israelites made it to the edge of the Promised Land, but then God made

them turn back to wander for forty years in the wilderness. Why must they
do this?
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2. How do we know that God still loved the Israelites during those forty years
of punishment? How did God bless them?

3. During those forty years there was a great rebellion. How did it begin? Who
was the ringleader of the rebellion?

4. Who joined Korah in this rebellion? Why? What was their grievance?
5. Who were the two competing sides in the contest that Moses arranged?
6. How did God show that Aaron alone was his holy high priest?
7. What happened to the 250 rebels? What happened to their censers?

PRAYER
LORD, let us be content with the work and the place you provide for us. Let us
serve you with joy and thanks, whatever we do, wherever we are. LORD, may envy
never be a sin that ensnares us; may jealousy never be a sin that destroys us. O
LORD, deliver us from evil, we pray. May we never join in any rebellion against
you or your servants. O LORD, grant us peace.

PSALMS TO SING
37AB; 52AB—and 1AB; 5AB; 7AB; 31C; 34BDE; 35AB; 36A; 37CEF; 43; 54AB;
55C; 59B; 70ABC; 71B; 92B; 94B; 101; 109AC; 119P.

Psalms 37 and 52 are about wicked men, like Korah and his followers, who “love
evil more than goodness, lying more than truthful speaking.” But God will de-
stroy them: “God will break you down forever. He will pluck you from your
dwelling; he will lift you by your roots, from the land of living men” (52B).

Many of these psalms deal with liars, just as Korah was a discontented deceiver.
“O let the lying lips be dumb, which speak with arrogance, whose haughty words
against the just, contempt and pride advance” (31C). “Because of sin within
their mouths and words their lips let fly, let them be caught in their own pride,
because they curse and lie” (59B).

FIELD TRIP
Perhaps you could take a walk through an orthodox Jewish neighborhood (es-
pecially on a Saturday morning), when you can see the fringed and tasseled
prayer shawls beneath the men’s ordinary street clothes.
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This is a truly terrifying lesson, and perhaps the words in it need nothing else to
impress this vivid image upon the children’s minds. I still remember as a small
child seeing a picture of the earth opening its fiery jaws and swallowing dinosaurs
alive. For many weeks following exposure to that picture, I piled all my stuffed
animals upon my bed. My small self reasoned that, if the earth opened up in
the darkness and swallowed me whole along with my bed and my house in one
great gulp, I at least wanted the comfort of my teddy bears. I do not necessarily
advise this, but you could show the children photos of the devastation of earth-
quakes, especially when the ground opens up.

MEMORY WORK
To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glo-
rious presence without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be
glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all
ages, now and forevermore! Amen (Jude 24–25).

CRAFT
Maybe for this terror-filled lesson, your children can make little cuddly teddy
bears. Make sure the children know that clinging to teddy bears in times of ter-
ror will do nothing, but clinging to Christ will save them forever.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Who else joined in Korah’s rebellion? What were their names? To which tribe

did they belong?
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2. What was the grievance of these Reubenites? Why did they oppose Moses
and Aaron?

3. Dathan and Abiram accused and slandered Moses. What lies did they speak
against him? How did Moses respond?

4. Moses said that God was about to do something totally new. What was it?
5. How did Moses warn the Israelites? What did he say? Who listened to him?

Who did not listen to him?
6. What happened to Korah, Dathan, Abiram and all who remained with them?
7. Who is the Prophet greater than Moses? Who is the Priest higher than Aaron?
8. Who has testified that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God? Name ten wit-

nesses.
9. If the people who rebelled against Moses and Aaron did not escape punish-

ment, what will happen to those who rebel against the Son of God?
10. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God?

PRAYER
O LORD, open our minds to understand the Scriptures. O LORD, open our hearts
to believe all that has been written about the Son of God. May we believe in Je-
sus this day and every day of our lives. May we never rebel against him. May we
never reject his LOVE—your LOVE, O LORD—demonstrated by Christ’s death
upon the cross for us. O LORD, we thank you and praise you for saving us from
destruction.

PSALMS TO SING
106C (11–14); 140B—1B; 7AB; 21BD; 35AB; 52AB; 54AB; 55BC; 56; 57AB;
73B (7); 88AB; and 92AB; 101.

Psalm 106C speaks of this tragic event: “The op’ning earth on Dathan closed;
Abiram’s band entombed. A fire blazed in their company and wicked ones con-
sumed.”

FIELD TRIP
There may be in your area some great crevice for the children to see, an enor-
mous crack where the earth’s surface opened up long ago. There also may be
an earthquake exhibit at your local museum that shows the awful destruction
when the earth trembles and opens.
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VISUAL AIDS
Once again, pictures of censers would be useful for this lesson.

MEMORY WORK
There is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Je-
sus, who gave himself as a ransom for all men (I Timothy 2:5).

CRAFT
It would be simple to make small censers from tuna fish cans. Buy some cone
incense for each child’s censer.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. How did God execute Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and all their followers?
2. What should have been the people’s response to the death of these rebels?

What was their response the very next day? What did the people do? What
did the people say? Was it true?

3. The people accused Aaron and Moses by saying, “You have killed the LORD’s
people!” In what two ways was this statement not true?

4. How did God respond to this rebellion of the people? What did God say? What
did God do?

5. What did Moses and Aaron say? What did they do?
6. How many people died of the plague that day? How did the ministry of Aaron

save the rest of Israel?
7. How did Aaron’s ministry of life foreshadow Jesus Christ?
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PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we thank you for Jesus Christ, our Great High Priest, whom
you have appointed to bring us life. May we always believe in him. May we al-
ways honor him. LORD, deliver us from the Evil One, we pray, and grant us your
Grace.

PSALMS TO SING
115B—and 99C; 118A; 133AB; 135C (4,7,8).

All these psalms mention God’s high priest, Aaron.

FIELD TRIP
The prayers of God’s people rise before the LORD “like incense” (Psalm 140:2).
God’s people are a kingdom of priests, whose invisible prayers are like the smoke
of Aaron’s incense wafting up to heaven, bringing life to many who are facing
death. If you want to show your children the powerful, life-giving, priestly in-
cense, show them God’s people on their knees in prayer.
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Aaron’s staff was made from an almond branch. If you live in a place with a
warm climate, you could bring a real almond branch to show your children. Oth-
erwise, use pictures of the almond tree, which show in detail its beautiful, pink-
ish-white blossoms and its long, pointed, curved leaves. Wherever you live, you
can bring samples of its fruit, both the almond stones and the almond nuts.

MEMORY WORK
1. Jesus said, “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and

I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” (John
15:5).

2. Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never
die” (John 11:25–26).

CRAFT
You could cut out large, brown, cardboard staffs for each child. Have them print
Aaron’s name on them. The children can then make the staffs “sprout” by past-
ing onto them green tissue-paper leaves, pink tissue-paper blooms and real al-
monds for the fruit.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. How had God demonstrated in the past that Aaron was his appointed priest?
2. What did God do to prevent another rebellion against Aaron’s priesthood in

the future?
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3. What happened to Aaron’s staff overnight in the Tabernacle? Why was this
a miracle?

4. What was done with Aaron’s staff after the over-night miracle? What was done
with the other eleven staves?

5. God said he had done this so that the Israelites would not die. What did the
Israelites say?

6. How was Aaron’s staff a sign of life?
7. Who was called the “Branch of the LORD” and the “Righteous Branch”? Why

was he called by these names?
8. What did Jesus mean when he said, “I am the vine; you are the branches”?

PRAYER

O LORD, we thank you for your greatest miracle, which was not the sprouting of
Aaron’s staff, but your bringing forth life from death. We thank you for raising Je-
sus’ dead body to everlasting life. We thank you that the grave had no lasting grip
upon him, nor could the tomb hold him. LORD, we thank you for the promise
of eternal life in him! May we ever trust and hope in that promise. Amen.

PSALMS TO SING

1AB—and 23ABCD; 52AB; 92BC; 96B; 128AB.

Many times the righteous are compared to living, growing, fruit-bearing trees:
“He shall be like a tree that grows set by the water side, which in its season yields
its fruit and green its leaves abide” (1A). “In God’s house I am growing like a
green tree bearing olives. In the steadfast love of God I am trusting evermore”
(52B). “Those planted by the LORD shall in God’s courts be seen; when old
they’ll still bear fruit and flourish fresh and green” (92C).

FIELD TRIP

You never know what will appear on seemingly dead branches. Go for a winter
walk with your children—a branch-hunting, branch-cutting expedition—and
then place the branches in water in your warm house. In just a few days, there
are sure to be some signs of life and eventually there should be some interest-
ing surprises. Remember, the staves that Moses placed in the Tabernacle were
not placed in water and they were only in there for a few hours in the night. It
was truly amazing that Aaron’s staff, without time or water, not only sprouted,
but also budded, blossomed, and produced almonds.
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VISUAL AIDS
Water is so precious, and a drop of water is like a jewel. Pictures of water drops
and waterfalls would be useful for this lesson. You could also show the children
pictures of arid wastelands, where nothing grows and few things live, because
there is so little water. How amazing that God “opened the rock and water gushed
out; like a river it flowed in the desert” (Psalm 105:41). How amazing that God
“split the rocks in the desert and gave them water as abundant as the seas; he
brought streams out of the rocky crag and made water flow down like rivers”
(Psalm 105:15–16).

MEMORY WORK
Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. He who believes in
me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water” (John
7:37–38 NKJV).

CRAFT
Cut out large drop-shapes, one for each child. Let the children draw in their “wa-
ter drops” some of the many living and growing things that depend upon water.
The Israelites complained that they had neither grain nor fruit in that waterless
wasteland. They feared that both animals and people would die of thirst.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Miriam died. Who was she? Tell three good things about her.
2. God gave the Israelites a re-test. What was it?
3. How did the people respond to this crisis? What three stupid and wicked

things did they say?
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4. How did Moses and Aaron respond to their quarrelling? What did they do?
Where did they go?

5. What did God tell Moses and Aaron to do? Did they obey God?
6. Why was it especially important for Moses and Aaron to do exactly what God

told them to do?
7. Tell five ways that Moses and Aaron sinned.
8. How did God punish Moses and Aaron? Why was their punishment so se-

vere?
9. What was the “missing miracle” because of Moses and Aaron’s disobedience?

PRAYER
LORD, we thank you for providing for us all the necessities for life, especially our
daily food and drink. May quarrelling and complaining be far from our lips. In-
stead, may praise and thanks fill our hearts and our lives. LORD, we ask that we
would be careful to obey all your commands. We also ask that you would for-
give our sins, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ.

PSALMS TO SING
36B—and 23ABCD; 42AC; 46ABC; 63AB; 65B; 78B (8); 81AB; 95BC; 104B;
106E.

Many of these psalms speak of God providing water for people to drink. “They with
the bounty of Thy house shall be well satisfied; from rivers full of Thy delights
Thou dost their drink provide. Because the fountain filled with life is only found
with Thee. And in that purest light of Thine we clearly light shall see” (36B).

Some of the psalms speak directly of this miracle, of God giving them water from
the rock: “He split the rocks and gave them drink, as from great deeps below; he
from the rock brought running streams, like floods made waters flow” (78B).

FIELD TRIP
There are many water places that you could visit, where your children can par-
ticipate in all the water activities that humans like to do. You could visit lakes,
rivers, rapids, fountains, geysers, waterfalls, waterslides, swimming pools, etc.
Sometimes water is just interesting to watch, like gazing at the huge waves crash-
ing and splashing on an ocean shore. Even pumping water from an old-fash-
ioned pump or playing in a water sprinkler on the lawn are fun activities for
children. Water! People love it, need it and want it.
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VISUAL AIDS
For this lesson, a Bible map would prove very useful, to point out Kadesh, the
short route through Edom and the long route around it, and Mount Hor where
Aaron died.

All Israel mourned for the loss of their high priest, Aaron. Pictures of nations
mourning for their beloved leaders would also be of interest to the children. For
example, you could show them pictures of the funeral processions of President
Kennedy, Martin Luther King or Princess Diana.

MEMORY WORK
Men are not cast off by the LORD forever. Though he brings grief, he will show
compassion, so great is his unfailing LOVE. For he does not willingly bring af-
fliction or grief to the children of men (Lamentations 3:31–33).

CRAFT
Do you know someone who is grieving the loss of a loved one? Perhaps the chil-
dren can make cards or bake cakes or do something to express their sorrow or
to offer their comfort.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. The Israelites were nearing the end of their journey. What three things would

impede their progress? Would anything be able to stop them from eventually
entering the Promised Land? Why not?

2. The Israelites again found themselves on the southern border of the Promised
Land. Why would they be hesitant to attack Canaan along this border? What
did they want to do instead?
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3. Moses hoped that the Edomites would let the Israelites use their highway to
pass through their territory. Name five good reasons why the Edomites might
be persuaded to help the Israelites. Unfortunately, what was their response?
How did they back it up?

4. What two ways would Edom have benefited greatly by allowing Israel to pass
through their land?

5. Why did the Edomites not help them? What possible reasons could they have
for their obstinate refusal?

6. Why did the Israelites not attack the Edomites and force their way through
their country?

7. How was this a test of faith for Israel? Did they pass the test?
8. The time had come for Aaron the high priest to die. What was so very sad

about his death? Nonetheless, what seven circumstances surrounding Aaron’s
death made it as good a death as anyone could have?

PRAYER
LORD, we thank you for being with us throughout life and even through death.
We thank you that, through faith in Jesus Christ, it is not the grave that awaits
us, but eternal life with you. LORD, help us to trust in you, whatever we face.
May we be faithful to you as we live and even as we die.

PSALMS TO SING
25D—and 6; 13; 22H; 31BF; 39AB; 73C; 90CD; 102A; 116AC; 119DU.

These psalms are about grieving and dying: “My groaning ever wearies me,
through every night till morn appears. My grieving makes my bed to swim and
waters all my cot with tears” (6). “O LORD, have mercy on me, for anguish fills
my life; my eye, my soul, my body are all consumed with grief. My life is drained
by sorrow, my years with sighing spent. I’ve lost my strength by sinning; my bones
are weak and bent” (31F).

FIELD TRIP
You could suggest that your children watch a funeral procession as it approaches
a cemetery. Point out the black hearse, the line of cars with their lights on, the
people dressed in black, the wreaths of flowers, etc., all the ways in which our
culture honors the death of a loved one.

N u m b e r s  T e a c h e r ’ s  G u i d e : L e s s o n  1 5 203



VISUAL AIDS
“V” is the sign for victory. During World War II you can see old photographs of
the allied leaders making a “V” with their fingers to express their hope for vic-
tory. You can also see pictures of Olympic athletes making this same sign with
their fingers. NIKE is the Greek word for victory and the Nike Company uses
a “V” as their trademark, (because in Greek, their “V” equals our “N”). The
children would be familiar with the Nike symbol on shoes, shorts, shirts, hats,
etc.

MEMORY WORK
1. Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (I

Corinthians 15:57).
2. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that

overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God (I
John 5:4–5).

CRAFT
Make large cardboard V’s for each child in your class to decorate. You could
also write the two victory verses from their memory work, one of them going up
each side of the “V”.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. God was watching over Israel. Whose unseen eyes were spying on Israel?
2. Who was the king of Arad? What did he do? Why was he important in the

history of Israel?
3. When the king of Arad attacked the Israelites and captured some of them,
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what was Israel’s response? To whom did they plea for help? What did they
vow to do?

4. Did God hear Israel’s prayer? Did God give them success? Why was this an
important victory?

5. The king of Arad was not only wicked; he was also stupid. In what two ways
did his attack on Israel prove to be very foolish?

6. Why was the region of this king’s cities named Hormah?
7. The Israelites were fighting against human enemies, but their battle was not

simply against flesh and blood. Against whom were they also fighting? Why
did Satan want to keep Israel out of the Promised Land?

PRAYER
Our heavenly Father, we thank you that in every time of trouble and battle, we
can turn to you for help. Thank you for hearing and answering our prayers. O
LORD, deliver us from our enemy, the Evil One, and keep us from every harm
and sin. LORD, we thank you for Jesus, who defeated the devil forever on the
cross. O God, we thank you for giving us the victory, through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

PSALMS TO SING
98A—and 2; 7A; 9A; 18EJK; 31E; 44A; 45A; 47A; 54AB; 56; 59B (7,12,13);
92AB.

Psalm 98A is perfect for this lesson: “O sing a new song to the LORD for won-
ders he has done. His right hand and holy arm the victory have won, the victory
have won, the victory have won!”

The other psalms are also about God’s deliverance of his people and triumph
over his enemies. “You chided the nations; the wicked destroyed. Their names
you erased and forever made void. The foe is consumed, is completely erased,
their cities destroyed and their memory effaced” (9A).

FIELD TRIP
Do you want the children to see people expressing the exaltation of victory?
Suggest they see an athletic event where they will see a runner cross the finish
line first with a shout of victory or a whole team exult triumphantly at the end
of a game over the defeat of the rival team.

N u m b e r s  T e a c h e r ’ s  G u i d e : L e s s o n  1 6 205



VISUAL AIDS
You could show the children pictures of venomous snakes and poisonous scor-
pions. That dreadful desert where the Israelites walked was crawling with these
creatures.

Also, I think the children would be very interested in seeing the symbol for med-
icine—a serpent on a cross—a very strange sign indeed to signify healing, un-
less you know its Biblical roots.

MEMORY WORK
1. Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must

be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him, may have eternal life (John
3:14–15).

2. Everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life
(John 6:40).

CRAFT
Moses had to make a fake snake and for some reason children like to make
snakes too. Give a child a lump of molding material, and probably the first thing
he will roll out is a snake.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. As the Israelites trudged the long way through that dreadful desert, they grew

discouraged. What should they have done in their discouragement? What
should we do when we are discouraged?
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2. The Israelites did not pray to the LORD. They did not thank God for their many
blessings, nor did they ask God to help them. What did they do instead?

3. For forty years God had protected the Israelites from something horrible hid-
ing in the rocks? What was lurking there? What did they do to the Israelites?

4. Now the people turned to God for help and Moses prayed for them, but the
LORD did not take the venomous vipers away. What did God tell Moses to do
instead?

5. What was the only way a person who had been bitten by a poisonous snake
could be saved from death,? What was God trying to teach the Israelites?

6. How have we all been bitten by a serpent? What fatal venom is within us all?
There is only one cure for sin. What is our only hope for healing?

7. How did Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness point us to Jesus
Christ?

PRAYER
O LORD, may each one of us believe in you and obey your Word. May each of
us look to Christ on the cross—and so be saved from sin and death. O LORD,
deliver us from evil and that ancient serpent, Satan, who leads the whole world
astray. Keep us safe from the devil, that we may never be led astray. LORD, we
praise your holy name, for your LOVE, your mercy, your forgiveness of our sins.
May we turn to you in every time of trouble, with pleas for help and prayers of
thanks upon our lips. May we live that life of faith, which is pleasing in your
sight.

PSALMS TO SING
30AB—and 22ABCG; 58AB; 91A; 103A; 140A.

Psalms 30 and 103 give praise to God for healing us: “O LORD, my God, I pleaded
that you might heal and save. LORD, you from death have ransomed and kept
me from the grave” (30AB).

Psalm 22 is a description of Christ Jesus on the cross.

Psalms 58, 91 and 140 speak of snakes and their venom.

FIELD TRIP
You can have the children visit the snake pit at your local zoo.
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VISUAL AIDS
A map, showing the lands through which Israel traveled and the lands which Is-
rael conquered, would be very useful for this lesson. Show the children the coun-
tries, the river borders, the cities, the mountains. You can also show them
photographs of these geographical regions and landmarks.

MEMORY WORK
1. I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies

(Psalm 18:3).
2. No king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength

. . . But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope
is in his unfailing love (Psalm 33:16, 18).

CRAFT
For this lesson you can have the children draw or trace maps, then color and
name the different landmarks and regions. Rivers, mountains, cities and coun-
tries can all be identified. Add the points of the compass too. If you want a more
complicated group project, you can make a topographical model of the region
(including Canaan), showing the deserts, rivers, valleys, gorges, mountains,
cities, plains, etc. Make sure to show the boundaries of the different countries.
This model will be useful for future lessons also.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Why were the Israelites taking a long detour and traveling south, away from

the Promised Land?
2. Why did the Israelites not fight against the Edomites?
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3. Why did the eastern Edomites allow Israel to pass through their territory?
How did this benefit the Israelites? How did this benefit the Edomites?

4. What restrained the Israelites from fighting against Moab and Ammon? From
whom were these nations descended?

5. Why were the Israelites without water in Moab? What two things did Israel
do to get water in Moab?

6. Why was God giving the land of the Amorites to the Israelites?
7. Who were the two mighty kings of the Amorites?
8. If God found even one righteous person in a city doomed to destruction, he

rescued that person. Name two people who were spared, and name their
cities which were destroyed.

9. Moses gave the land of the Amorites to three of Israel’s tribes. What did the
men of these tribes have to do before they could settle in their new homes,
farms and towns?

PRAYER
LORD, we thank you that we have peace in our land and we pray for the peoples
and nations who are at war. Have mercy on them, we pray. We thank you that you
are the king of all the earth, that you control all nations. Heavenly Father, we pray
for the spread of the gospel; we pray that the good news of Jesus Christ and the
forgiveness of sins would go forth in power throughout the world. We pray for our
enemies, for all those peoples who hate Christians and Christ, that they will be
converted to the one true God and so be spared from everlasting judgment.

PSALMS TO SING

47A; 135B; 136A (1,2,9–12)—2; 5AB; 9AB; 24ABC; 33C; 44AD; 45A; 76AB.
Psalms 135 and 136 speak particularly of God defeating the two Amorite kings
of this lesson.

FIELD TRIP
Who are the rulers and monarchs of the nations today? Their power and splen-
dor will come to nothing. Visit a museum, where you can view the vanished
glory of ancient civilizations. All their majesty has been reduced to a few arti-
facts in some glass cases. But the LORD’s kingdom endures forever and his glory
is eternal.
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VISUAL AIDS
Horses are powerful and majestic beasts, but it is the lowly little donkey that has
been chosen by God for special missions and extraordinary favors. The LORD

opened a donkey’s mouth, not to hee-haw, but to speak in human words. It was
also a donkey that carried our Lord Jesus Christ in his triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. You could show the children some pictures of donkeys.

MEMORY WORK
1. Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this

world, and we can take nothing out of it (I Timothy 6: 6–7).
2. People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many

foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For
the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for
money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many
griefs (I Timothy 6:9–10).

3. Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You can-
not serve both God and Money” (Matthew 6:24).

CRAFT
Donkey puppets would be simple to make from grey felt. If you make them so
the mouths can open, the children can make their donkeys talk.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. When the Israelites returned from their northern conquests, where did they

camp? What could they see facing them? What could they not see facing them?
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2. Why was the king of Moab worried? What should he have done for Israel?
What two things did he do instead because he was afraid of them?

3. Who was Balaam? He claimed to be a prophet of God. Was he? What made
him a false prophet, rather than a true prophet?

4. In the night, God really did speak to Balaam. Was Balaam pleased with God’s
Word? Why not? What did Balaam want, more than anything else in the
world?

5. Who stood in Balaam’s way on the road to Moab? Who was this Angel of the
LORD? What did he have in his hand? Who saw him standing there? What
did the little donkey do each time? How did the donkey save Balaam’s life?
What was Balaam’s response when his donkey stopped?

6. How was it possible for an animal to speak? What was God showing this stu-
pid and wicked man? How did his little donkey have more sense than he did?

7. Balaam said to the Angel of the LORD, “I have sinned.” Balaam also offered
to return home. Why does this not impress us as real repentance?

PSALMS TO SING
7B; 12AB; 36A; 52AB—and 5AB; 10AB; 19B (5–7); 19D; 26A; 31ACG; 37C;
49B; 59B; 62AB; 63AB; 101; 109ABC; 119IMPQV; 120 (1,2,4).

Many of these psalms speak of evil men with their cursing, lying lips: “See how
the wicked evil thoughts conceives, is pregnant with ill-will and brings forth lies”
(7B). “They empty falsehood speak to one another; with flattering lips and dou-
ble heart they speak” (12B). “The words he utters with his mouth are wicked-
ness and lies; he has refrained from doing good and ceases to be wise. His thoughts
and plans upon his bed iniquity invent; he sets himself in ways not good, from
evil won’t relent” (36A).

FIELD TRIP
Perhaps you know a farm that has little grey donkeys grazing in the fields. Maybe
you know a place that gives children rides in donkey carts. Alas! These adorable
donkeys will not speak one word to the children.
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VISUAL AIDS
You can show the children photos of the morning star (or the picture entitled
“The Bright Morning Star,” which is on the cover of this book.)

MEMORY WORK
1. No weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue

that accuses you (Isaiah 54:17).
2. The LORD your God . . . turned the curse into a blessing for you, because the

LORD your God loves you (Deuteronomy 23:5).
3. Jesus said, “Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. Bless those

who curse you. Pray for those who mistreat you” (Luke 6:27–28).

CRAFT
The cover picture on this book is from an original piece of art in pastels. Per-
haps the children would like to make a pastel picture also, depicting the bright
morning star. The scenes and the hues should be as varied as the children in
your class.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. How do we know that King Balak was waiting anxiously for the prophet Bal-

aam to arrive? What did he do? What did he say? Who had detained Balaam
on his way to Moab?

2. Balaam had a plan to turn God against Israel. What was it?
3. Why was Balaam so determined to place a curse on Israel? Why was Balak

so determined to place a curse on Israel?
4. How many altars did they build? How many bulls and rams did they slaugh-
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ter? Was God impressed with their offerings? Why not? How many times did
the prophet and the king try to get God to curse Israel?

5. Why did God change the curses meant for Israel into blessings?
6. Balaam’s fourth and final oracle was like a riddle. He said, “A star will come

out of Jacob. A scepter will rise out of Israel.” What did this mean? Of whom
was he speaking? Of whom was this a prophecy?

7. What was the greatest blessing that God gave to his people that day?

PRAYER
Our Heavenly Father, we thank you for changing our sorrow into joy, for chang-
ing the curses of our enemies into blessings upon us. Truly you are a great and
loving God. Please, LORD, deliver us from evil this day and forever. Keep us
from harm and from sin. May we guard our mouths. May we be people who al-
ways bless and never curse. We thank you for the Bright Morning Star, even Je-
sus Christ our Lord.

PSALMS TO SING
67AB; 110 (1,3); 115BD—and 3 (5); 5AB (5); 28A (8); 29A (1,6); 33B; 40ABE;
65A; 72C; 84AB; 89D; 109C; 112AB (1); 116A; 118C (14–17); 119AI (1); 128AB;
134AB.

These are just a few of the psalms that speak of God blessing his people: “O God,
to us show mercy and bless us in Thy grace. Cause Thou to shine upon us the
brightness of thy face . . . God, our own God will bless us. Yea, God will bless-
ing send, and all the earth shall fear him to its remotest end” (67A). Balaam proph-
esied concerning Christ: “A scepter will rise out of Israel.” Psalm 110 is a
Messianic Psalm, which proclaims: “Jehovah shall from Zion send the scepter
of thy power. In battle with thine enemies, be thou the conqueror” (110).

FIELD TRIP
You could climb to the top of a high hill, which overlooks the houses of a vil-
lage or city far below you. Imagine going up there to curse the people living there.
But that is exactly what Balaam and Balak tried to do. Instead, pray for the peo-
ple living in the town below you. Ask God to bless them.

Another outdoor adventure with the children would be to wake them at dawn
to see the bright morning star. Remind them of the prophecy: “A star will come
out of Jacob.” Jesus was that brilliant star.
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VISUAL AIDS
The army that Moab and Midian sent to Israel was very unusual. The glam-
orous female models in any magazine will serve to illustrate the beautiful “sol-
diers” that Balak and Balaam used to capture and conquer the Israelites.

MEMORY WORK
Charm is deceptive and beauty is fleeting, but a woman who fears the LORD is
to be praised (Proverbs 31:30).

CRAFT
Let each child make a “praise” card for some faithful woman, who has had a
good and godly influence in his/her life, some woman who fears the LORD and
loves the child. The “praise” card could be for a mother or grandmother, an aunt
or godmother, a neighbor or teacher, etc. “Her children arise and call her blessed”
(Proverbs 31:28).

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Why was Balaam sad as he rode home from Moab? Although Balaam did not

receive his handsome reward of much money, why should he have consid-
ered himself blessed? What better things did Balaam receive? What had he
heard and seen and done that should have caused him to rejoice?

2. How could this have been a new beginning for Balaam? Of what sins would
Balaam have to repent in order to lead a new life? What evil practices would
he have to forsake in order to follow God? What did Balaam choose to do?

3. As Balaam rode his little donkey home, he realized there was a better way to
get God to curse Israel. What was Balaam’s new plan? Balaam and Balak had
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been unsuccessful in attacking God’s LOVE for Israel; they had failed in brib-
ing God to forsake his people. Whose love and faithfulness would they attack
now? What was their plan to entice Israel to forsake God?

4. What kind of army did Moab and Midian send against Israel? Were they suc-
cessful in capturing and conquering the Israelites? What did the beautiful
women entice them to do? How did God respond? What did God do?

5. Who was Zimri? Who was Cozbi? What did they do? Who was Phinehas?
What did he do?

6. Phinehas killed Zimri and Cozbi. Why was this not wrong? Why was this not
considered murder? How do we know that God approved what Phinehas did?

7. How many Israelite men died in the plague because of their adultery and idol-
atry? Do you think Balaam and Balak were pleased with the results of their new
scheme? Do you think Balaam at last received his handsome reward?

PRAYER
O LORD, lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, we pray. May we
never be enticed to forsake you and may we never entice another person into
sin. O LORD, may we always hate what is evil and love what is good. Keep us
from the Evil One, we pray. And LORD, we thank you that nothing can separate
us from the LOVE of God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Forgive our sins, for his sake,
and keep us close to you.

PSALMS TO SING
106D—and 16AB; 31E; 44F; 73C; 81B (4); 96A; 97ABC; 115C.

Psalm 106D speaks of this exact incident in Israel’s history.

Some of these psalms speak of the evils involved in worshipping idols and the
necessity of trusting and serving God alone: “Those worshipping other gods mul-
tiply griefs” (16B). “I hate those serving idols. My trust is in the LORD” (31E).
“If we have forgotten the name of our God or unto an idol our hands spread
abroad, shall God not search out and uncover this sin, who knows every heart
and the secrets within?” (44F)

FIELD TRIP
Tonight, enjoy the peace, quiet and sanctity of your own home, which are the
blessed benefits of a holy life devoted to God. Hopefully, you need not go be-
yond your front doorstep for the children to experience such a shelter.
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VISUAL AIDS
For this lesson you could bring “crafted articles” of gold (or pictures of such jew-
elry), items similar to the plunder that the Israelite officers took from the war
and then gave to God as a freewill offering.

MEMORY WORK
1. A faithful man will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go un-

punished (Proverbs 28:20).
2. An evil man is snared by his own sin, but a righteous one can sing and be

glad (Proverbs 29:6).

CRAFT
You could have the children make some sort of “gold” jewelry. (A very simple
craft idea: crowns and chains can easily be made from gold paper or pendants can
be made from glittery gold cardboard shapes attached to a gold cord.) You could
also have the children make necklaces, threading “gold” beads.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Do you think Balaam at last received his handsome reward from Balak? Why?

What did Balaam do that helped Balak?
2. Why did the Word of the LORD go out against the Midianites? Why did God

command them to be killed?
3. A foreigner was found with the Midianites. Who was it? Why was he there?

What did the Israelites do to him? Why should Balaam have known not to
be in league with Israel’s enemies?

4. The Israelites killed the soldiers and burned the cities of Midian. Whom did
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the Israelites not put to death? Why did Moses say that the women, too, must
be executed? Of all the prisoners of war, who were the only ones allowed to
live?

5. The Israelites plundered the Midianites. What did they take? How was it pu-
rified? How was it divided? Did Israel’s army officers keep the gold for them-
selves? What did they do with it? Was God pleased with their offering? Why?

6. How many Israelite soldiers died in this war? Why do you think their casu-
alty list was so low? How did Israel’s army officers explain this amazing pro-
tection?

7. What happened to Balaam’s “wages of wickedness?” What probably hap-
pened to Balaam’s little donkey? How did Balaam’s donkey fare better than
her master?

PRAYER
Our merciful Heavenly Father, we thank you for protecting your people in amaz-
ing ways. We thank you for rescuing us from harm and sin throughout our lives.
We pray that, even this day, you will deliver us from evil. LORD, please keep us
from the love of riches. May we seek always to glorify your name and not our-
selves. LORD, forgive our sins for the sake of your Son.

PSALMS TO SING
62C—and 18CI; 20AB; 28AB; 31D; 58AB; 79B; 91AC; 109B.

Many of these psalms speak of God rewarding both the righteous and the wicked:
“According to my righteousness I am rewarded by the LORD. According as my
hands were clean, he gives to me a just reward” (18C). “Repay them justly for
their deeds and evil of their way, and for the work done by their hands a due re-
ward repay” (28A). “O love the LORD, ye godly ones! The LORD the faithful
guards; and he the proud and haughty ones abundantly rewards” (31D). “There
surely is reward for righteous ones of worth. There surely is a living God, who
judges in the earth” (58AB).

FIELD TRIP
The Israelite army gave all the gold they plundered to God. Museums some-
times have special exhibits of ancient gold artifacts, but even a trip to a fine jew-
elry store to see real gold necklaces and bracelets would be interesting for a child.
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VISUAL AIDS
A map of ancient Israel is needed for this lesson to show the boundaries of the
land (as described by God in Numbers 34:1–12). Another map could show how
the land was eventually divided between the twelve tribes. (Discuss why there
is no territory named Levi or Joseph.) Give each child in your class a copy of
the comparison between the first census and the second census, so that they can
ask and answer questions about these two lists.

MEMORY WORK
1. Evil men will be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD will inherit the

land” (Psalm 37:9).
2. Those the LORD blesses will inherit the land, but those he curses will be cut

off (Psalm 37:22).
3. Wait for the LORD and keep his way. He will exalt you to inherit the land

(Psalm 37:34).

CRAFT
God said, “Distribute the land by lot . . . Whatever falls to them by lot will be theirs”
(Numbers 33:54). One way we now have of casting lots is by rolling dice. Each child
could make a pair of dice by using small wooden square blocks and marking each
side with the right number of dots. This can be a simple project, or more involved
by sanding, varnishing and marking the cubes with a wood-burning “pen.”

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Why was it necessary for another census, a second census?
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2. What two names appeared on both lists? Why? What happened to all the
other names and all the other men on the first list?

3. This second census recorded the names of every soldier in Israel’s army. What
other great purpose did this list have?

4. The names from the tribe of Levi were not recorded on this list. What would
happen to them? Would they receive an inheritance? How? Where?

5. Why was it good that the Levites were scattered throughout the whole land
of Israel?

6. Which army was larger, the first one or the second one? Which army was bet-
ter? Why?

7. Which tribe in Israel still had the greatest number of soldiers? Why was this
tribe so blessed by God?

8. Moses was concerned that when he died, the people of Israel would be “like
sheep without a shepherd,” with no one to lead them into the Promised Land.
Whom did God choose as the new leader? Why?

9. What preparations were made by God for dividing up the land?

PRAYER
Our heavenly Father, we thank you that we also have the hope of an inheri-
tance, kept in heaven for us who believe in Christ. We thank you that our in-
heritance from you can never perish or vanish, that it endures forever. O LORD,
help us to live by faith in the Son of God all our days upon this earth, that we
might at last receive this eternal reward.

PSALMS TO SING
47A—and 16AB; 37BCE; 69E; 78F (23–26).

These psalms all speak about the inheritance of God’s people: “My lot you main-
tain and the lines fell to me in pleasant lands; I have a good heritage” (16B).

FIELD TRIP
Is there a lookout on a high hill in your community? Take your children some-
where they can see how land is divided, where they can see the boundaries of
fields and farms, where they can see the roads or rivers that divide townships,
counties and nations.
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VISUAL AIDS
In many Islamic countries women are denied basic human rights. They are not
allowed to attend school, to own property, to earn a living. They are prisoners
in their own homes, unable to leave them or to walk freely without a “guard.”
They are not even allowed to feel the sun or the wind upon their faces, which
they must keep hidden behind black veils. Show the children some pictures of
these poor people, who live their lives shrouded in darkness. Women had equal-
ity in ancient Israel, guaranteed by God’s Law. They had the right to own land
and inherit property.

MEMORY WORK
The LORD declared: “I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy . . . Even on my servants, both men and women, I will
pour out my Spirit . . . And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will
be saved” (Joel 2:28–29, 32).

CRAFT
Your children could make black veils and wear them outside. It may be inter-
esting for a change, but how would it feel to always look at the world through
such a veil?

REVIEW QUESTIONS
There were five sisters in Israel, whose father had died. Did they have another
Father who would take care of them? Who was their help and their strength in
times of trouble?
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1. The Promised Land was being allotted according to the names on the sec-
ond census. Why did this concern the five girls?

2. What brave action did these five daughters dare to take? What clear demand
did they dare to make?

3. How did their demand show that they had amazing faith in the LOVE of God,
the justice of God and the promises of God?

4. Do you think it was right that they asked for property in the Promised Land?
How do we know that what they asked for was good in the eyes of God? What
was the LORD’s answer to their request?

5. Who opposed the idea of these girls receiving an inheritance? Why did they
say they were opposed? Was this a legitimate concern? Might there have been
another reason for their opposition?

6. Whom did God say was right in this contest? How did God take care of both
sides in this case?

7. Whom did the five girls marry? Why?

Does God give an equal inheritance to both his sons and daughters in Jesus
Christ? Should earthly fathers follow God’s example in dealing with their chil-
dren? How does this final story in Numbers display the amazing grace of God?

PRAYER
Our loving heavenly Father, thank you for giving us an inheritance through
faith in your Son Jesus Christ. Thank you that this promise of eternal life to all
who believe in Christ is certain. Thank you for your justice and fairness; thank
you for not discriminating against anyone because of their sex or their age or their
race. We praise you, O LORD, for your great LOVE.

PSALMS TO SING
48B—and 9AB; 45BC; 97BC; 144BD.

All these psalms speak of daughters.

FIELD TRIP
Visit the homes or view the works of some great women in our society, women
who were given the freedom to make a contribution.
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